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COLLEGE GOING is key to
growing Nebraska’s economy.

As of 2020, 71 percent of Nebraska jobs were projected
to require postsecondary education. However,
Nebraska’s two- and four-year postsecondary
institutions have seen an 8.1 percent decrease in enroliment
over the past 11 years, despite a .4 percent increase in
college enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year.? In
response, the Nebraska legislature set a statewide goal to
increase the percentage of Nebraskans aged 25 to 34 with
a degree, certificate, diploma, or credential with economic
value from 58 percent in 2022 to 70 percent by 2030.3

Efforts supporting college going are critical not only in
achieving Nebraska’s educational attainment goal but also
in strengthening the economy and improving Nebraska’s
ability to develop, attract, and retain a highly qualified
workforce. College going and credential attainment benefit
both individuals and local economies. College-educated
adults earn more than their high school-educated peers,
and that difference has been growing over the past few
decades.*® There is also a benefit to local economies, given
that the average degree holder contributes significantly
more monetarily to local economies than the average high
school graduate.® Thus, increasing college-going rates is
the first step in supporting long-term economic growth
and workforce participation in Nebraska.
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As evidenced by the research literature, efforts to increase college going rates have focused mainly
on three areas: academic course taking, student support and coaching programs, and financial
literacy and assistance programs.

~

ACADEMIC COURSE TAKING, including advanced math and dual enrollment, is
positively associated with college enrollment. Taking Algebra | in middle school affords
students the opportunity to take more advanced math courses through high school,
thus increasing the likelihood that students will enroll in college.” Students completing
Algebra Il are more likely to enroll in a two-year or four-year postsecondary institution
than students who do not complete Algebra 1.8 Dual enrollment courses allow high
school students to earn college credits while still attending high school. Dual enroliment
programs have a positive effect on college access and enrollment.®

STUDENT SUPPORT AND COACHING PROGRAMS can promote student self-efficacy
and have positive effects on student college going. When counselors actively reach
out to offer support to students about their college and career goals during summer
counseling programs, students are more likely to enroll in college.® Coaching programs
that pair high school students with a coach in their senior year, with continued support
through college, also have a positive impact on college enroliment.”

FINANCIAL LITERACY AND ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS, such as those related to
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) process or college promise
programs, are positively associated with student college enrolilment. Promise
programs offer place-based, guaranteed college scholarships to all students who
graduate from a certain school or district while meeting the minimum thresholds of
the program. Students receiving place-based scholarships through promise programs
are more likely to enroll in college.” Programs related to the FAFSA typically provide
support to students and families in completing the financial aid application.”?
When students and families receive FAFSA assistance and information, participating
students are more likely to enroll in college for the fall semester following high
school graduation and receive more financial aid than nonparticipants.”®
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